William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School
Admission Policy for 2021
As William Cassidi School is a voluntary-aided Church of England School, the governing body is legally responsible for admissions. However, we must consult the Diocese of Durham and Stockton-on-Tees local authority at least once every school year.

The school’s admission zone is the area of Stillington, Whitton, Thorpe Thewles, Carlton, Letch Lane, Redmarshall and Wynyard.
Parents must complete a Common Application Form (CAF) which can be obtained from the designated places named in a Local Authority letter you will receive if you wish your child to attend William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School, even if you live in the school’s admission zone. The completion of the CAF is an acceptance that the applicant accepts the school’s policies. The school’s prospectus and policy statements may be viewed on the school website, should parents not have access to the web they are welcome to contact the school for information which can be provided in a suitable format. Applications for admission received after the closing date detailed in the Local Authority booklet will be accepted but considered only after those received by the closing date. 

The Admissions Committee will consider applications in line with the conditions listed below, in the following order of priority. Within each category each applicant will be ranked using the tie breaker distance from the school. 
Children who have a statement of special education needs that names our school will be admitted.
1. Children who are in the care of a Local Authority or who were previously looked after but immediately after being looked after become subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship order.  
2. Children who will have an older sibling attending the school at the time of their admission. A sibling is defined as a brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister or children of people who are permanently living at the same address as the family. 

3. Children living in the school’s admission zone who themselves or their parent/s are practising Anglicans and are regular worshippers (one who worships usually once a month for a period of at least two years prior to the application being made). Applicants must provide a written reference from their vicar to support their application. In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when the church  or alternative premises have been available for public worship
4. Children living in the school’s admission zone.

5. Children living outside the school’s admission zone who themselves or their parent/s are practising Anglicans and are regular worshippers (one who worships usually once a month for a period of at least two years prior to the application being made). Applicants must provide a written reference from their vicar to support their application.  In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship the church has been closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of these admissions arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when the church  or alternative premises have been available for public worship
6. Other children whose parents/carers wish them to be educated at William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School.
7. Tie breaker: Children will be ranked in order of those living closest to school. Distance from the school is measured along the road, from the main entrance of the school to the front gate or path of the parent’s house using the shortest public route (on foot, by car or by public transport along a route open to the public, please note that this does not include public footpaths across fields or through woods and so on). We normally measure distance using a computer programme (GIS) administered by the Local Authority requesting the above criteria.
William Cassidi has a PAN 29. Up to 29  children will be admitted to the Reception class in September. A place cannot be guaranteed in William Cassidi, even if the child lives in the school admission zone. A waiting list will be held which will cease on the last day of the Autumn Term. 
Appeals:

If you are unsuccessful in obtaining a place for your child at our school, you have a statutory right of appeal. Further details are available from the school office.

Definition – Looked After child or adoption:
A child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) and whom the Local Authority can confirm, will still be looked after at time of admission to the school.

An adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002. 

A ‘residence order’ is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live under section 8 of the Children Act 1989.  

Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or special guardians).

Nursery:
Children are admitted to nursery as soon as a place is available after the third birthday. It is important to note that admission to nursery does not guarantee a place in the main school.

Deferred Entry to School:

Some parents may feel that their child is not ready to start school in September following their fourth birthday. Parents are entitled to request in writing that they attend on a part-time basis, that the admission date is deferred until later in the academic year or until the term the child reaches compulsory school age or the following term their child reaches compulsory school age. However, the child must start school full-time in the term after their fifth birthday. More information on the admission of Summer born children (after 1st April)is available from the Local Authority or the DfE.

Transfer:

Parents who wish their child to transfer to William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School at any time other than the beginning of primary education, should contact the Local Authority Admissions Team and complete a Transfer Request Form. The Admissions Team will contact the school on your behalf. Should there be a place available in the school then the Governing Body will admit your child. If more requests are received than places available, the above criteria will apply.
Policy approved by the Governing Body: 23rd September 2015
Date for review: September 2022 (unless amendments are required)
Amended: 27th February 2019 (addition of PAN to the policy)
