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7th April, 2022
Thank you for your amazing support for our British Museum nearly 90% of all parents attended and your kind comments were greatly appreciated. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about our Queen and country as we begin to celebrate her Platinum Jubilee. The children have begun celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by learning about our country, it’s landmarks and features as well as famous artists, designers, inventors and musicians. I would like to thank all staff for all their hard work. The standard of some work was so high we have sent copies to artists for their comments. Our Easter events were fantastically well supported with our egg decorating designs making a fabulous display, a colourful Easter bonnet parade and our egg raffle. The proceeds will be used to buy playground equipment for the children to play with at breaks and lunchtimes. The standard of the entries was fantastic – so much so that we decided to give every entrant a little egg as well as a larger egg for the winners! We are very proud of our children and all they achieve. 
Our librarians have been really busy after receiving 500 new books. They have re-organised our library and made displays of authors as well as running their usual storytelling, art and craft and sharing sessions. They have all given up so much time but it has been very worthwhile!
Thank you all for your support for the families of Ukraine. We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our collection. Every item has been so valuable for those who have nothing. Darchem has provided transport and along with their collection, 17 lorries and 6 vans have taken the donations across. We are sure they will make a huge difference.        
We are looking forward to lots of sporting events in the Summer Term as the weather improves including: racket skills, team building, athletics, swimming for Year 3 and 4, orienteering and a Commonwealth Games event and of course Fun and Fitness Week.
The Summer Term is always a busy and exciting time of the school year. Many activities have been planned for the children including Year 6’s Durham Leavers Service, Steel Pans tuition for Year 5, recorders for Year 3 as well as our Spring Festival and visits linked to areas of study. We are sure the children will gain so much from their experiences.
Red Nose Day:

A total of £41.90 was collected in school with many more donating directly. Thank you.

Wear A Hat Day:

A total of £101.10 was raised for this very worthwhile charity, again, thank you for your support. The children looked wonderful in their colourful hats!
Text Messaging:

Please could you ensure that you inform school of any changes to your mobile telephone number. If the school system is not kept up-to-date then school texts will continue to be sent to your old numbers and you may miss important information and reminders. If you have not downloaded the eschools app onto your phone or IPad please do so as this improves the service receipt.
School Clubs:

Both the after school and lunchtime clubs remain very popular. The Summer Term Clubs are:
Monday:
Library – sharing and lending
Librarians

(lunchtime)



ICT Drop In/Home Learning
Mrs. Durance

(lunchtime)


Tennis Club Years 5 & 6

Mrs. Lister

(3:15 – 4:00)

Football Years 3 and 4

Mr. Hakes

(3:15 – 4:00)

Tuesday:
Library – story telling

Librarians

(lunchtime)



School Bank and Shop

Year 6


(lunchtime)



School Council


Mrs. Howell

(lunchtime)

Mindfulness Club KS1

Mrs. Harland

(lunchtime)

Science Club KS1

Miss. Hill

(lunchtime)


Wednesday:
Library – art and crafts

Librarians

(lunchtime)

Rounders Club


Mrs. Cornelius

(lunchtime)

Football Years 5 and 6

Mr. Hakes

(3:15 – 4:00)


Thursday:
Library – sharing and lending
Librarians

(lunchtime)



School Bank and Shop

Year 6


(lunchtime)



Art Club



Miss. Whitehouse
(lunchtime)

Lego Club KS1


Mrs. S. Hall

(lunchtime)



Gym Club KS2


Miss. Dicken

(3:15 – 4:00)


Year 6 also organise the School Library and its activities every lunchtime and our Cassidi Bank and Shop which are open Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes. The children are working hard and taking on the responsibility with enthusiasm.
I am grateful to the members of staff who voluntarily give of their time to organise and lead these activities, as well as the many extra activities and competitions that the children participate in.
TVMS have contacted us to say that they have vacancies for piano tuition at school should anyone be interested. Please contact the school office for details.

Attendance and Punctuality:

As you will be aware the government requires schools to monitor all children whose attendance falls below 90% during the school year as these children are classified as Persistent Absentees. As such parents are required to provide evidence of all medical appointments when children are brought into school late or are collected early. We would remind parents that we are able to administer prescribed medication on completion of an ‘Administration of Medication’ form.

School Meals:

The cost of school meals is rising to £2.20 per day or £11.00 per week from Monday, 25th April 2022.

Ear Rings:

We would politely request that parents refrain from having their children’s ears pierced until the beginning of the Summer holidays. Children are not permitted to wear jewellery (with the exception of a watch) at school for health and safety reasons and watches must be removed for all P.E. sessions. Should a child have their ears pierced they will be unable to participate in P.E., some clubs and outdoor activities including play and lunchtimes. By having ears pierced at the beginning of the holidays there will be adequate time for the ears to heal and allow the ear rings to be removed for September.
Dates For Your Diary:
25th April- 6th May
Swimming – Year 3 (each afternoon)
27th April

Year 4 – Racket Skills Festival (PM)

2nd May


May Day (school closed)
3rd May


Year 5 – Team Building (AM)

4th May


Year 4 – Commonwealth Games (PM)

9th – 12th May

Year 6 SAT’s Week

9th – 20th May

Swimming – Year 4 (each afternoon)

13th May


Years 3 and 4 football competition (AM)

18th May


Year 5 & 6 – athletics competition (FD)

23rd May

Years 1 and 2 – Orienteering (AM)
23rd May

M&M Productions – Oliver Twist and workshop (PM)

25th May


Year 6 – Bikeability Level 1 (FD)

26th May


Reception and Year 6 – NHS screening (AM)

27th May 

Spring Festival and Afternoon Tea (starting at 1:15pm, all invited)

6th – 16th June

Year 1 Phonics testing period

6th – 24th June

Year 4 multiplication testing period
8th June


Year 6 Leavers Service at Durham Cathedral (AM)
9th June


Meetings for New Parents to Reception in September (2:30pm or 5:00pm)
13th – 27th June

Annual Questionnaires to parents

17th June


Years 3 and 4 – football competition (AM)

27th June – 1st July
Fun and Fitness Week: including Sports Day 30th June (PM) & Race For
Life 1st July (AM) and coaches in basketball, trigolf, rugby and gymnastics
WB 4th July

Year 6 – Bikeability Level 2 (FDs)
6th July


M and M productions – Jungle Book (AM)

14th July


Reports to Parents

15th July


Leavers Sale (1:15pm all invited)
19th July


Visits to new classes

20th July


Year 6 Leavers Worship at 9:30am

20th July


School closes for Summer at 3:15pm

Year 6 parents should be aware that we are not informed by all secondary schools of dates for induction days, meetings or travel arrangements. Please check with your child’s new school.
Holidays:

The school closes for half term on Friday, 27th May at 3:15pm and re-opens on Monday, 6th June at 8:55am. The school closes for the Summer on Wednesday, 20th July at 3:15pm and reopens for the Autumn Term on Monday, 5th September 2022 (training days are to be held on 21st July and the 1st and 2nd September). Please see the attached calendar for the term dates for 2022/2023 and 2023/2024. Dates are also available on our website.
Finally, as the warmer weather approaches we would remind parents that a cap or hat may be brought to school and the application of sunscreen may be advisable which should be applied at home. Water bottles are encouraged as usual.






Mrs. Cornelius
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