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William Cassidi C. of E. Aided Primary School

Stillington, Stockton on Tees  TS21 1JD  Tel/Fax: 01740 630270

            Email: williamcassidi@williamcassidi.org       Website: http://williamcassidi.eschools.co.uk 
Head Teacher:  Mrs. J. Campbell


                               Newsletter – Summer 1 2024
Thank you
Although spring term 2 was only 4 weeks and 3 days in length, it has certainly been a very busy half-term in school. During this term we held two fundraising events. The first event was a sponsored readathon (linked with World Book Day). We raised an incredible £813.10; we were extremely pleased with the way that children (and their families) responded to the sponsored reading challenge. The raised funds will be spent on further improving the school library with new reading materials and furnishings to make the library an inspiring environment for children to access daily. The second fundraising event was linked to a charitable cause (Red Nose Day) which supports children living in poverty all over the world. We raised £59.00. Thank you for your generosity. 
Parent/Carer Helpers

We have now welcomed five parent helpers into school this half-term. They are making a wonderful contribution to the life of the school; further strengthening the links between the school and the local community. We still have capacity to take further volunteers, please speak with Mrs Campbell or contact the school office if you are interested in this voluntary opportunity. 
Uniform Reminder

Summer daywear school uniform consists of:

· Royal blue sweatshirt/cardigan (optional in the warmer months)

· Pale blue polo shirt

· Grey trousers, skirt, pinafore, or tailored shorts

· White socks

· Blue and white gingham summer dress (optional)

· Black school shoes

· Book bag or backpack

· School coat (optional in the warmer months)

Summer/Indoor PE kit consists of:

· Plain navy t-shirt

· Plain navy shorts

· Trainers
From the 17th May, pupils in Y6 will also be able to wear their leavers hoodies to school. 

As the weather becomes warmer, please ensure your child brings a water bottle into school and apply any suncream at home before the start of the school day. Caps may also be worn when the weather is particularly hot. 
Considerate Parking
We have had reports from local residents that some parents/carers have been parking in residential areas at the start and end of the school day. One resident reported that their drive had been blocked and the parked car was partially blocking the pedestrian footpath. Please use the council car park (located next to the church) when transporting pupils to and from school. A reminder also that cars should not be stopping on the yellow lines at the front of school; this poses a danger to pedestrians and other drivers. If we observe this happening, we will speak individually with the adults driving the vehicle and report their details to civic enforcement.    

Key Dates for you Diary
	15th April
	Summer term one begins

	16th April
	Pupils in KS2 re-commence French sessions with a visiting linguist. Afternoon sessions on-site. 
School will be visited by a Shetland pony to enhance curriculum learning. 

	18th April
	Pupils in Y5 begin a 10 week course of learning to play the steel pan drums with a visiting music specialist from Tees Valley Music Service. 10 week course. On-site. 

	22nd April

22nd – 24th April

	Y4 pupils begin a 2 week swimming course. Pupils will visit Splash each afternoon for 2 weeks within the school day. Swimming kit needed. Off-site.
The Scholastic Book Fair will be visiting school. 

	6th May
	School is closed (bank holiday)

	7th May

	Y3 pupils begin a 2 week swimming course. Pupils will visit Splash each afternoon for 2 weeks within the school day. Swimming kit needed. Off-site.


	13th – 16th  May
	KS2 SATs week

	24th May
	School closes for half-term


Parental Engagement

We feel incredibly blessed to be supported by such a wonderful school community. In the recent parent/carer consultations held last week we had 100% attendance from some year group parents and overall engagement of 87%. Y1 and Y4 family worships were well attended with 86% and 88% attendance. By working together (school and home) we can achieve the very best for your child. Thank you for working so closely with us.  
Retirement
Mrs Allen is retiring at the end of the summer term. Mrs Allen has worked at William Cassidi for 16 years and we wish her all the very best for her forthcoming retirement; we will ensure she enjoys her final summer in school. Myself and school governors will begin the recruitment process for another class teacher to join our team in September. We will keep you informed. 

Easter Holiday Fun

Last week we issued the Primary Times magazine, which signposts families to local activities taking place over the school holiday.  www.stockton.gov.uk/haf also has a timetable of events for children to engage with during the half-term break. We hope everyone enjoys the half-term holiday and look forward to seeing you again on Monday 15th April. 

Yours sincerely,
Mrs J Campbell
                                        

