WILLIAM CASSIDI C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL
RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX EDUCATION POLICY
Values, aims and objectives:
William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School exists to promote the Christian values of love, care and respect. We aim to provide a quality education within a Christian community where each individual child is nurtured, develops a desire to achieve and is sensitive to the needs of others so preparing them for their future lives. In developing this policy we have followed the principles in the Church of England Charter for faith sensitive and inclusive relationships education, relationships and sex education (RSE) and health education (RSHE) (Appendix 2)
Our vision for relationships and sex education (RSE) in our school is to foster skills, attributes and qualities to ensure our children to become adults who are confident, caring, and self-aware, and can make positive contributions to the world in which we live.
For the purposes of this policy “Relationships and sex education” is defined as teaching pupils about healthy, respectful relationships, focusing on family and friendships, in all contexts, including online, as well as developing an understanding of human sexuality.  For the purpose of this policy “Health education” is defined as teaching pupils about physical health and mental wellbeing, focusing on recognising the link between the two and being able to make healthy lifestyle choices.
Our children will learn about the emotional, social and physical aspects of growing up and relationships. It will equip children and young people with accurate information, positive values and the skills to enjoy healthy, safe and positive relationships, to celebrate their uniqueness and to take responsibility for their health and wellbeing now and in the future.
RSE is taught in a way which is complementary to the wider ethos, values and principles of our school. RSE in this school is learning about the body, feelings, beliefs, relationships, rights and responsibilities and knowing how and when to ask for help if needed. It involves acquiring information, developing skills and forming positive beliefs, values and attitudes.
RSE empowers children to build self-esteem, offer positive and open views, support mutual respect and celebration of self and others, providing a strong foundation to be successful in life by:
· Providing a spiral curriculum, allowing for the development of knowledge relevant to the age and stage of the learner.
· Providing an inclusive learning environment which is safe and empowering for everyone involved, based on the belief that bullying, prejudice and discrimination is unacceptable.
· Teaching non-biased, accurate and factual information that is positively inclusive.
· Developing character skills to support healthy and safe relationships, ensure comfortable communication about emotions, bodies and relationships using appropriate terminology.
· Promoting critical awareness of differing attitudes and views presented through society, the media and peers to enable the nurturing of personal values based on respect.
· Providing protection from shock or guilt.
· Actively involving pupils as evaluators to ensure relevance.
· Ensuring pupils are informed of their rights, including the legal framework and how to access confidential help to keep themselves and others safe.
The RSE curriculum has been planned following pupil consultation. This ensures the needs of all pupils can be met through the delivery of an age and stage-appropriate curriculum. The curriculum addresses traditional and emerging issues, and relevant challenges as identified by pupils. Consultation with pupils will be conducted on a regular basis. This will inform the RSE curriculum review, ensuring it remains responsive to emerging needs.
Legal
This policy has been developed with regard to legislation and statutory guidance including, but not limited to, the following:- 
· Section 80A of the Education Act 2002 
· Children and Social Work Act 2017 
· The Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education and Health Education (England) Regulations 2019 
· Equality Act 2010 
· DfE (2019) ‘Relationships, Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education’ 
· DfE (2013) ‘Science programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2
. DfE Guidance ‘Plan your relationships, sex and health curriculum’ - Information to help school leaders plan, develop and implement the new statutory curriculum. September 2020
This policy works in conjunction with the following policies: 
· Safeguarding 
 · Behaviour and Discipline
· SEND  
-Single equality Scheme
· Anti-bullying 
· Health and Well-being      
· Confidentiality  
· Inclusion
· Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural  
Curriculum 
Through the curriculum, we aim foster skills, attributes and qualities to ensure our children to become adults who are confident, caring, and self-aware, and can make positive contributions to the world in which we live.
Some elements of the RSE curriculum are a statutory requirement to teach in order for the school to meet the new government RSE guidance coming into effect from September 2020 and The Equalities Act, 2010. 
It is important to teach RSE through a spiral curriculum. This means pupils will gain knowledge, develop values and acquire skills gradually by re-visiting core themes to build on prior learning. This developmental approach helps pupils to make informed decisions relevant to their age and stage. RSE will support the school’s commitment to safeguard pupils, preparing them to live safely in the modern world.
Our intended RSE curriculum is detailed as follows but may vary in response to emerging issues and to reflect the rapidly changing world in which our pupils are living and learning. If this is the case parent/carers will be provided with appropriate notice before the amended programme is delivered. Where possible the curriculum will be complemented by themed assemblies, topic days and cross-curricular links.
We will take into account local health profiles of children and young people within the catchment area of the school, which can help to identify local priorities in the curriculum.
The RSE programme will be led by Mrs Cornelius and Mrs Howell, taught by all year group teachers and supported by appropriate outside agencies. 
At William Cassidi C of E Aided Primary School, we use the Jigsaw PSHE programme.  Jigsaw PSHE is fully compliant with the DfE Statutory Relationships & Health Education Guidance. A document  which maps the guidance to Jigsaw PSHE 3-11 by Year Group and Puzzle (unit of work) showing the depth and breadth of the curriculum coverage is available on the school website and eschools pages.
 RSE will be taught using a range of teaching methodologies including story-telling, drama, discussions, individual private reflection, quizzes, fact finding, debating, independent research etc. This wide range of teaching strategies promotes engagement by all pupils, irrespective of preferred learning styles. The school’s responsibility to safeguard pupils through a curriculum that prepares them to live safely in the modern world will remain central to curriculum content, teaching methodologies and supporting resources.
Puberty will be taught in Years 5 and 6, using a combination of material from the Jigsaw programme and material provided by Stockton Council. In Year 5, this is delivered in single gender groups for question and answer sessions. In Year 6, this is delivered as a whole class. This is usually delivered in the Summer term and parents will be informed prior to these sessions.
A questions box will be placed in classrooms to allow children to post questions before, during and after lessons. Questions will be addressed through incorporating answers in future lessons, or through speaking with individuals.


Links with other curriculum areas 
The school seeks to draw links between Relationships, sex and health education and other curriculum subjects wherever possible.  Relationships, sex and health education will be linked to the following subjects in particular:- 
· Science – pupils learn about the main external parts of the body and changes to the body as it grows from birth to old age, including puberty. 
· English - when literary texts which touch on emotional aspects of relationships are studied in the English curriculum 
· Computing and ICT – pupils learn about e-safety, including how to use technology safely, responsibly, respectfully and securely, how to keep personal information private and how to access help and support, and how content in computing relates to online and media topic 
· PE – pupils explore various physical activities, are physically active for sustained periods of time, engage in competitive sport and understand how exercise can lead to healthier lifestyles.
· Citizenship – pupils learn about the requirements of the law, their responsibilities and the possible consequences of their actions.  
· PSHE – pupils learn about respect and difference, values and characteristics of individuals, in the local context and wider community
Equal Opportunities
At William Cassidi C of E Aided Primary School, we actively celebrate the diversity of our pupils, their families and the wider whole school community. RSE will always be taught in a non-judgemental, non-biased and fully inclusive manner through clear, impartial, scientific information as well as covering the law. Through consultation, continual assessment and regular reviews of the curriculum, we ensure that we continually recognise and respect pupils’ different abilities, levels of maturity and personal circumstances including gender identity, faith or culture and that of their family, friends and the wider whole school community.
The school reflects the principles from the statement on inclusion, in The National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers in England. 
These are:
•	setting suitable learning challenges;
•	responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;
•	overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals.
The school also adheres to the principles of the Human Rights Act.
The school has a zero tolerance approach to bullying.  Any bullying incidents arising out of the relationships, sex and health education, such as those relating to sexual orientation, will be dealt with as seriously as any other bullying incidents in school in accordance with the Behaviour and Discipline Policy. Confidentiality within the classroom is an important aspect of relationships, sex and health education and teachers should respect the confidentiality of pupils as far as possible. Pupils will be informed of the duty of confidentiality and will be made aware of what action may be taken if they choose to report a concern or make a disclosure.   If a teacher has any suspicion of inappropriate behaviour or potential abuse, or if any reports are made during lessons as a result of the content of the curriculum this will be reported to the Designated Safeguarding Lead and this will be dealt with in line with the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policies.
External Partners
External partners may be invited to assist from time to time with the delivery of this programme and will be required to comply with this policy. The school will ensure that the teaching delivered by the external partner fits with the planned curriculum and this policy. 
The use of external partners is to enhance curriculum rather than as a replacement for the teachers delivering the curriculum.   External agencies can provide speakers, tools and resources to enhance and supplement the curriculum. It is important when using external agencies to take particular care that the agency and any materials used are appropriate and in line with our legal duties regarding political impartiality. 

We will: 
• forbid the pursuit of partisan political activities by junior pupils 
• forbid the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject in the school 
• take reasonably practicable steps to secure that where political issues are brought to the attention of pupils, they are offered a balanced presentation of opposing views  
Before delivery of the session the school will discuss the partner’s lesson plan and any materials the partner intends to use and ensure that the content is age appropriate for the pupils and meets pupil’s needs. 
The school will ensure any external partner complies with the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.
Monitoring
The delivery of RSE is monitored by the Headteacher, Mrs Cornelius and PSHE subject lead Mrs Howell, through planning, book scrutinies, discussions with staff and learning walks.
Pupils’ learning will be assessed by the class teacher at the end of every topic. This will ensure that pupils are making sufficient progress building on prior teaching and learning, and that teaching strategies and resources remain relevant and effective. Assessment activities will be implicit, forming part of a normal teaching activity to ensure that pupils do not feel under pressure. The evaluation of teaching and learning assessments will be shared with pupils and parents as appropriate.
Policy development
This policy has been developed in consultation with staff, pupils and parents. The consultation and policy development process involved the following steps:
· Review – a member of staff or working group pulled together all relevant information including relevant national and local guidance
· Staff consultation – all school staff were given the opportunity to look at the policy and make recommendations
· Parent/stakeholder consultation – parents and any interested parties were invited to comment upon the policy
· Pupil consultation – we investigated what exactly pupils want from their RSE
· Ratification – once amendments were made, the policy was then finalised.

Roles and Responsibilities
Governors are responsible for:
. Ensuring all pupils make progress in achieving the expected educational outcomes.
· Ensuring the curriculum is well led, effectively managed and well planned. 
· Evaluating the quality of provision through regular and effective self-evaluation. 
· Ensuring teaching is delivered in ways that are accessible to all pupils with SEND. 
· Providing clear information for parents on subject content and their rights to request that their children are withdrawn. 
· Making sure the subjects are resourced, staffed and timetabled in a way that ensures the school can fulfil its legal obligations. · Ensuring the religious ethos of the school is maintained and developed through the subjects.
The Head teacher is responsible for: 
· The overall implementation of this policy. 
· Ensuring staff are suitably trained to deliver the subjects. 
· Ensuring that parents are fully informed of this policy. 
· Reviewing requests from parents to withdraw their children from the subjects. 
· Discussing requests for withdrawal with parents.
· Organising alternative education for pupils, where necessary, that is appropriate and purposeful. 
· Reporting to the governing board on the effectiveness of this policy. 
· Reviewing this policy on an annual basis.
The relationships, sex and health education subject leader is responsible for: 
· Overseeing the delivery of the subjects. 
· Ensuring the subjects are age-appropriate and high-quality. 
· Ensuring teachers are provided with adequate resources to support teaching of the subjects. 
· Ensuring the school meets its statutory requirements in relation to the relationships, sex and health curriculum. 
· Ensuring the relationships, sex and health curriculum is inclusive and accessible for all pupils. 
· Working with other subject leaders to ensure the relationships, sex and health curriculum complements, but does not duplicate, the content covered in the national curriculum. 
· Monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the subjects and providing reports to the headteacher.
The SENCO is responsible for:
· Advising teaching staff how best to identify and support pupils’ individual needs. 
· Advising staff on the use of TAs in order to meet pupils’ individual needs. 
· Determining interventions and accessibility to the correct intervention. 
· Ensuring:
· the needs of all pupils are met · the curriculum is fully accessible 
· education, health and care (EHC) plans are followed 
· that teaching is differentiated to support pupils with SEND to fully access the curriculum. This might include revisiting earlier topics or spending longer on a topic.  
. The specific duties set out in: 
· schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 to support the participation of disabled pupils 
· chapter 6 of the SEND code of practice, to support the participation of pupils with SEND
All teaching staff are responsible for:
· Delivering a high-quality and age-appropriate relationships, sex and health curriculum in line with statutory requirements. 
· Using a variety of teaching methods and resources to provide an engaging curriculum that meets the needs of all pupils. 
· Ensuring they do not express personal views or beliefs when delivering the programme. 
· Modelling positive attitudes to relationships, sex and health education. 
· Responding to any safeguarding concerns in line with the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. 
· Acting in accordance with planning, monitoring and assessment requirements for the subjects. 
· Liaising with the SENCO to identify and respond to individual needs of pupils with SEND. 
· Liaising with the School Nurse, where appropriate, to support the delivery of the curriculum. 
· Working with the relationships, sex and health education subject leader to evaluate the quality of provision.
Guidance for Teaching Staff
· SRE will never be taught by a lone member of staff, but by a teacher with the support of another teacher, Teaching Assistant or school nurse.
· Staff should ensure that they feel comfortable teaching SRE and that they understand fully what is to be taught and the content of this Policy.
· The correct terminology will be used to name parts of the body.
· If a child asks a question with the intent to shock or cause embarrassment, it will be addressed individually, but with two staff members present.
Pupils
Pupils are expected to engage fully in RSE and, when discussing issues related to RSE, treat others with respect and sensitivity.
Staff training 
Teacher wellbeing It is essential that teachers can maintain their own wellbeing when delivering the curriculum. There may be times that a topic triggers feelings or thoughts, including of historic, recent or current trauma. It is important for school leaders to appreciate the different nature of these subjects, and be understanding of teachers’ individual circumstances and the support they may need. Leaders will engage teachers in considering their own needs in advance.
It is important that teaching is balanced and not dependent on any personal views teachers may have. Teachers should operate at all times within the framework of this policy, the Teaching Standards and comply with the Equality Act. There is no obligation on teachers to offer information personal to themselves or to share personal views. 
Teachers are not required to answer personal questions asked by pupils and should consider, with the support of leaders, how best to handle any such questions. 
All staff members will receive appropriate training to ensure they are up-to-date with the relationship, sex and health education programme and any associated issues.  
Members of staff responsible for teaching the subjects will undergo further training to ensure they are fully equipped to teach the subjects effectively. Training of staff will also be scheduled around any updated guidance on the programme and any new developments. 
The DfE training modules provide some examples of good practice and approaches to support staff preparing to teach about individual subjects. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-about-relationships-sex-and-health#train-teachers-on-relationships-sex-and-health-education
Parents’ right to withdraw 
Parents do not have the right to withdraw their children from relationships education.
Parents do, however, have the right to withdraw their children from the non-statutory/non-science components of sex education within RSE. Requests for withdrawal should be put in writing and addressed to the Head teacher.
Alternative work will be given to pupils who are withdrawn from sex education
RSE is most effective when it is a collaboration between school and home. The school operates an open-door policy enabling parents to discuss RSE at relevant times throughout the school year.
Monitoring and evaluating the policy 
This policy will be monitored and reviewed on an annual basis by the relationships, sex and health education subject leader and headteacher.  
We will continuously evaluate and review the implementation of relationships education, relationships and sex education and health education, to ensure the quality of provision. 
This policy will also be reviewed in light of any changes to statutory guidance, feedback from parents, staff or pupils, and issues in the school or local area that may need addressing.  
The governors are responsible for approving this policy. Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all staff, parents and, where necessary, pupils.
Policy approved by the Governing Body for consultation: 5th October 2022

Consultation with staff: 6th – 31st October 2022
Consultation with parents/carers via website: 31st October – 28th November 2022
[bookmark: _GoBack]Consultation with pupils: WB 28th November 2022

Final policy approval by the Governing Body: estimated 25th January 2023
Date for review: estimated October 2024







Appendix 1
Department for Education Requirements 
By the end of Primary School:
	People who care for me

	Pupils should know
*that families are important for children growing up because they can give love, security and stability.
*the characteristics of healthy family life, commitment to each other, including in times of difficulty, protection and care for children and other family members, the importance of spending time together and sharing each other’s lives.
*that others’ families, either in school or in the wider world, sometimes look different from their family, but that they should respect those differences and know that other children’s families are also characterised by love and care.
*that stable, caring relationships, which may be of different types, are at the heart of happy families, and are important for children’s security as they grow up.
*that marriage13 represents a formal and legally recognised commitment of two people to each other which is intended to be lifelong.
*how to recognise if family relationships are making them feel unhappy or unsafe, and how to seek help or advice from others if needed.

	Caring friendships
	Pupils should know
*how important friendships are in making us feel happy and secure, and how people choose and make friends.
*the characteristics of friendships, including mutual respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, generosity, trust, sharing interests and experiences and support with problems and difficulties.
*that healthy friendships are positive and welcoming towards others, and do not make others feel lonely or excluded.
*that most friendships have ups and downs, and that these can often be worked through so that the friendship is repaired or even strengthened, and that resorting to violence is never right.
*how to recognise who to trust and who not to trust, how to judge when a friendship is making them feel unhappy or uncomfortable, managing conflict, how to manage these situations and how to seek help or advice from others, if needed.

	Respectful relationships
	Pupils should know
*the importance of respecting others, even when they are very different from them (for example, physically, in character, personality or backgrounds), or make different choices or have different preferences or beliefs.
*practical steps they can take in a range of different contexts to improve or support respectful relationships.
*the conventions of courtesy and manners.
*the importance of self-respect and how this links to their own happiness.
*that in school and in wider society they can expect to be treated with respect by others, and that in turn they should show due respect to others, including those in positions of authority.
*about different types of bullying (including cyberbullying), the impact of bullying, responsibilities of bystanders (primarily reporting bullying to an adult) and how to get help.
*what a stereotype is, and how stereotypes can be unfair, negative or destructive.
*the importance of permission-seeking and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults.

	Online relationships
	Pupils should know
*that people sometimes behave differently online, including by pretending to be someone they are not.
*that the same principles apply to online relationships as to face-to-face relationships, including the importance of respect for others online including when we are anonymous.
*the rules and principles for keeping safe online, how to recognise risks, harmful content and contact, and how to report them.
*how to critically consider their online friendships and sources of information including awareness of the risks associated with people they have never met.
*how information and data is shared and used online.

	Being safe
	Pupils should know
*what sorts of boundaries are appropriate in friendships with peers and others (including in a digital context).
*about the concept of privacy and the implications of it for both children and adults; including that it is not always right to keep secrets if they relate to being safe.
*that each person’s body belongs to them, and the differences between appropriate and inappropriate or unsafe physical, and other, contact.
*how to respond safely and appropriately to adults they may encounter (in all contexts, including online) whom they do not know.
*how to recognise and report feelings of being unsafe or feeling bad about any adult.
*how to ask for advice or help for themselves or others, and to keep trying until they are heard.
*how to report concerns or abuse, and the vocabulary and confidence needed to do so.
*where to get advice e.g. family, school and/or other sources.
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