William Cassidi C. E. Primary School

Curriculum Policy Statement
Introduction:

As a church school William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School places our ethos at the centre of all we do. Our Vision Statement sets out our unique ethos and the values we hold:
Jesus taught his disciples many important lessons. He taught them about God, about what He had come to do and about themselves. He also taught them how they should treat each other.

Matthew 5 v.41

‘And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.’

Jesus taught that we should choose to go further than is required of us in our actions and attitudes. Jesus guided us by example, the way he lived and by putting others before himself. He never moaned when He did not get any peace or turned anyone away who needed his help. He encouraged his disciples to do the same.

We too can follow Jesus’ example by ‘Going the Second Mile’ and showing ‘love, care and respect’ to everyone, to all things God created and our world, just as Jesus did.

Our vision will be embedded through the exploration of Bible passages each school year ensuring our children begin to develop a relationship with Jesus, are guided and understand His messages and how they are the core of how we act every day of our lives.

We believe that all children have a right to a broad, balanced, relevant and challenging curriculum which is age and development appropriate and provides continuity and progression taking into account individual needs and interests. Our curriculum is planned to deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum as a basis for our studies encompassing PSHE principles. As a Church school we also follow the suggested scheme of work for Religious Education of the Durham Diocese. Our curriculum is enriched and extended through a wide variety of opportunities to stimulate interest, meet individual needs and entitlements and to engender a love of learning. We also emphasise the development of positive attitudes towards learning and the development of life skills which will both assist and prepare our pupils in their future lives.
The School Aims To:
· To meet the needs of individual children regardless of sex, ethnicity and social background including the most able and those who are experiencing learning difficulties.
· To facilitate children’s acquisition of knowledge, skills and qualities which will enable them to develop intellectually, emotionally, socially, physically, morally and aesthetically, so that they may become independent, responsible, useful, thinking, confident and considerate members of society.

· To create and maintain a safe, exciting and stimulating learning environment.

· To ensure continuity and progression in each child’s learning.

· To provide a broad, balanced, relevant and challenging curriculum that is appropriate to the age and needs of the individual.

· To create effective, positive and supportive links with parents/carers of our pupils, encouraging involvement and support of learning and other professionals and communities

· To provide opportunities for pupils to celebrate success and achievement so developing positive attitudes to learning and high self esteem.
We Aim That Each Child Should:
· Be happy and enjoy their time at school.

· Learn: to be adaptable; how to solve problems; how to work independently and as members of a team.

· Develop the ability to make reasoned judgements and choices.

· Be enthusiastic and eager to be successful: work hard; try new things; concentrate; push themselves; imagine; improve; understand others and not to give up.

· Begin to acquire a set of moral values by which to live their lives including honesty, sincerity and personal responsibility.
· Begin their faith journey through the development of Christian values of love, care and respect.

· Develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and of major world religions.

· Be expected to behave in a dignified and acceptable (non discriminative or biased) way showing tolerance, respect and appreciation of the feelings and capabilities of others.

· Be able to communicate (listen, read and write) and be able to covey their meaning accurately and appropriately for a variety of purposes.

· Know how to think and solve problems mathematically in a variety of situations using concepts of number, algebra, measurement, shape and space and handling data.

· Develop an enquiring mind and scientific approach to problems.

· Have an opportunity to solve problems using technological skills

· Be capable of communicating their knowledge and feelings through various art forms including art and craft, music, drama and dance and be acquiring appropriate skills and techniques which will enable them to develop their inventiveness and creativity.

· Know about historical, geographical and social aspects of the local environment and national heritage and be aware of other times and places and recognise links among family, local, national and international events.
· Develop agility, physical co-ordination and confidence in and through movement so developing physical fitness, positive attitudes to activity and a desire to participate in sports and competitive activities.

· Be aware of and know how to apply the basic principles of health, hygiene and safety.

Curriculum Development:

The curriculum, its content, delivery and enrichment are constantly reviewed by the Senior Leadership Team, Subject Leaders and class teachers in light of the needs of individual pupils, classes and additional guidance received from the DfE. 
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