William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School

Home Learning Policy Statement
At William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School we view home learning as an important element in a child’s education. We believe that home learning enables children to develop skills, gain knowledge and further their understanding. It enables children to develop the personalisation of their work and independence in learning. 

Home learning is not compulsory, however we hope that parents/carers will enter into a partnership with our school and will support and encourage their child/children to complete set home learning tasks as carefully as possible and within the desired timescale.

The Aims of Home Learning:

· To provide opportunities for parents/carers, children and the school to work in partnership.
· To extend school learning.

· To encourage children to access additional learning resources.

· To encourage children to develop independence in their learning.

· To encourage children to personalise their learning.

· To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding.

· To encourage children to develop self confidence and self discipline to sustain their studies and prepare them for future learning.

Quantity of Home Learning:

We follow the latest guidance on the quantity and type of home leaning to be provided. In the Foundation Stage (Nursery and Reception) parents/carers are asked to work with their children for short but frequent periods of time to undertake reading, writing, mathematical, scientific and research activities. Letters and booklets are provided for each theme taught giving suggested activities to support learning. Guidance is also given at induction meetings and parent/teacher consultations.
In Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) children continue to be provided with reading, handwriting, spelling and other literacy activities. They also complete mathematical work, scientific and research activities with a historical or geographical feature. They are often provided with mini projects to research and complete as a family to practice skills or reinforce knowledge which may be completed over a half term with children selecting from a wide choice of activities. It is anticipated that these activities will take approximately one hour to complete each week. 
In Key Stage Two there is a continued emphasis on literacy and numeracy activities but children also complete scientific and research activities and projects connected with the areas of study. In Years 3 and 4 it is anticipated that these activities will take one and a half hours per week which rises to two and a half hours in Years 5 and 6.

In Key Stage One and Two a Learning Platform is provided to enable children to access data about their studies, home learning activities and support materials. Parents/guardians are also able to access a parental section. The school also subscribes to My Maths which can be utilised to support learning and home studies, Times Tables Rock Stars for Key Stage Two and SATs Companion for Year 6. 
Forms of Home Learning:

The most common forms of home learning are:

· Reading – sharing books, practising phonics, letters and sounds
· Writing – handwriting and content (poems, recounts, reports, descriptions)

· Spellings

· Mathematics – reinforcing concepts, playing games, learning facts (tables)
· Research – finding out information and pictures, making practical observations, experiments and models which support science, history, geography and specific areas of study

A lunchtime and an after school club are held each week in the ICT suite to enable children to access school facilities and resources to support their home learning. Parents are also able to access the after school club to support Key Stage One pupils and to further develop their personal skills.
Setting and Marking Home Learning:

Each class establishes a routine for the year to enable children and parents/carers to be aware of when home learning is set and when it should be returned. Children and parents/carers are informed of this at the beginning of each year. 

All home learning is regularly marked to enable accurate feedback and encouragement to children. Some activities provide the basis for lessons within the school day.
Policy approved by the governing body: 29th January 2020
Date for review: January 2022
