William Cassidi Church of England Aided Primary School

Art, Craft and Design Policy

An overarching arts policy ensures that:

· All pupils are given an entitlement to a range of high-quality arts experiences, whatever their background and ability; 

· Arts provision does not just rely on the enthusiasm of individuals and is embedded in the school's ethos and planning mechanisms; 

· Resources are allocated to arts provision, including staff, continual professional development, materials, facilities and equipment; 

· There is a strategic approach to arts provision, which takes into account the curriculum, out-of-hours opportunities, sharing and celebrating achievements in the arts, visits and partnerships with arts organisations outside school, and the contribution of the arts to the school environment. 
Definition:

At William Cassidi we understand the importance of providing all children with an imaginative, creative and exciting “Arts Curriculum”. We believe all areas of “ART” including drama, dance, art and music are fundamental to the holistic development of the child. We are committed to providing the best “ARTS” provision for all children at William Cassidi within our means.
“Art is not just a subject to learn, but an activity that you can practice with your hands, your eyes, your whole personality.” Quentin Blake, Children’s Laureate
Mission Statement:

At William Cassidi we aim to provide all children with a creative, imaginative, and exciting “Arts Curriculum”. Our aim is to enable children of all abilities to improve and develop their creative skills, to develop their appreciation of the different Art forms and to make critical judgments about their own creations. We strongly believe it is important for children to investigate their own feelings, attitudes and meanings and that of others. We provide this by nurturing their imagination and ensuring creativity. Our School delivers a well-planned and exciting curriculum that is stimulating, motivating, and creative and which enhances the children’s self-esteem and specialist skills.
Subject intent: 

At William Cassidi we intend to provide a wide variety of opportunities for all of our pupils to express themselves creatively. We continually plan art, craft and design alongside our curriculum topics to ensure that we plan and deliver relevant, exciting and imaginative tasks which our pupils can relate to and engage well with. Our high-quality art and design curriculum aims to engage, inspire and challenge pupils whilst equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they are provided with opportunities to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. Teaching should also explain how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. Furthermore, we encourage children to be proud of their creativity and celebrate their achievements by displaying high quality examples of children’s artwork and organising event such as an art gallery showcase for parents and the wider community. 
Subject vision:

At William Cassidi Primary School, our vision for art is to nurture confident, creative and individual artists by providing children with various opportunities to experiment with different media. We ensure children learn about, appreciate and can replicate pieces of art created by great artists, architects and designers in history, often linked to topics to allow relevant and relatable experiences. It is our intention that all children’s work is celebrated and displayed to allow our learners to feel proud of their creations. From Key Stage Two, we begin developing personal sketchbooks to allow children to experiment, review and become confident in their own senses of style. The subject leader seeks to develop this over the next few years through professional dialogue meetings and responding to the ideas of both children and staff.

Aims:
The National Curriculum for Art, Craft and Design aims to ensure that all pupils:

· Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences.

· Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques.

· Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design.

· Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.
Key Stage 1:
Pupils will be taught:

· To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.

· To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination.

· To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space.

· To investigate the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.

Key Stage 2:
Pupils will be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.

Pupils should be taught:

· To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas

· To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]

· To investigate great artists, architects and designers in history.

Assessment:

The four aims of the new curriculum will be used to assess each child and track their progress. Teachers have created an assessment proforma tailored to their curriculum coverage and assess the children in their class on an individual basis. 
There are four specialist areas within the art curriculum which are included within other individual policies:

· Music (Music Policy)
· Drama (English Policy)
· Dance (PE Policy)
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