WILLIAM CASSIDI C. of E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
Music Policy Statement
Introduction:
Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum and is taught throughout the school from the Nursery to Y6. At William Cassidi C. of E. Primary School music is considered important because it offers children an opportunity to:

· organise and express their innermost thoughts and feelings
· reflect on their own work and that of other people
· develop skills which will be of benefit in all areas of the curriculum and beyond
· engage in a variety of musical experiences
Music at William Cassidi School is a practical activity, involving the children in the key areas of performing, composing, listening and appraising.

Music is not considered merely as a stimulus for another activity, but as an aesthetic experience in its own right and an important fundamental human activity.

Aims:
Music education at William Cassidi C. of E. Primary School aims to:
· enable children to perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

· learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

· understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
· enable children to express thoughts, ideas and feelings

· develop children’s physical and aural skills through a progression of practical activities

· give children access to the enjoyment, challenge and sociability of group music-making

· provide children with a repertoire of known music, songs, accompaniments, etc., from a range of cultures and times

· develop transferable skills e.g. listening, co-operation, critical analysis and decision making.

Objectives:
The aims cited above are part of the curricular entitlement of every pupil. They will be met:

· through music-making in the classroom, e.g. singing, playing

· exploring a variety of sound sources

· listening to a range of musical genres

·  learning about composers and musical history

· composing

· activities focused on the musical elements

· reflecting on and discussing their own work and that of others and performing for themselves, their peers and others

Children’s participation in musical activities will take place in:

· class lessons
· collective worship/ singing praise worship
· choir/recorder/singing practices
· instrumental lessons including whole class ‘Wider Opportunities’ experience provided by TVMS

The Planning and Teaching of Music:
Class teachers are responsible for producing plans for music alongside their delivery of the curriculum for their year group. Teachers are supported in developing plans and delivering lessons through access to the Music Curriculum Plan which outlines the implementation and impact statements required to meet the national Curriculum for music. Teachers are supported to deliver a high quality music curriculum through use of the published scheme “Charanga”, online plans and resources from TVMS eLearning website, as well as bought in support from TVMS.
A wide variety of teaching methods are used, including whole class, small group, pair and individual work. Differentiation is shown through content, delivery and outcome.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting:
Assessment of pupils’ progress and attainment are made against the subject content for the end of each Key Stage. Children’s progress in music will be recorded and reported to parents in the end of year in annual written reports.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review:
The Music Subject Leader is responsibility for monitoring the quality of music provision, it’s implementation and impact of music throughout school. Class teachers are responsible for evaluating their music lessons, in order to improve the teaching of music at William Cassidi School.

I.C.T. within the Music Curriculum:
Children are taught to use audio equipment to store and playback their own music and that of others. Where appropriate, musical ability will be developed by using suitable computer programs or apps on the iPads.
Provision, Storage and Access to Resources:
· A variety of tuned and untuned musical instruments are stored throughout the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
· The Charanga scheme is stored and used by individual teachers.
· CD resources are stored in the hall and in classrooms – where music fits with a particular unit being studied in that year group

· Music books are stored in the hall in the large fixed cupboard
· CD players are stored in classrooms where appropriate
· CD recorder + microphones are stored in the hall

· Portable PA system is kept in the hall.
· The Keyboard and stand are stored in the staffroom.
Equal Opportunities/Special Educational Needs:
We endeavour to ensure that every child at William Cassidi C. of E. Primary School, regardless of ability, gender or ethnicity has access to a broad and balanced music curriculum. We value music as a subject in which:

· all children can experience success and enjoyment
· children can develop an understanding of their own cultural heritage and that of others.
Musically Very Able Children:
Instrumental tuition is available to a small number of pupils through the Tees Valley Music Service. The peripatetic music teacher selects the children for tuition after a musical assessment. Parental support is important to ensure musically very able children are encouraged to practise their instruments at home. Children are encouraged to bring their instruments into school to perform for others or to play within the context of a class music lesson or to the whole school as part of Celebration Worship. The Music Leader and Head Teacher provide opportunities for extra music making e.g. choir, instrumental groups which may play on specific occasions such as Christmas services at church.
The Role of the Music Subject Leader:
The Music Subject Leader at William Cassidi C. of E. Primary School is responsible for:

· co-ordinating the production and revision of documentation for music

· monitoring the teaching and learning of music throughout the school

· supporting Class Teachers in their planning and delivery when required

· providing or arranging CPD opportunities for colleagues as required

· taking a yearly audit of music resources, prioritising needs and making suitable purchases

· liaising with the Head Teacher and outside agencies when required
Links with Parents and the Community:
At William Cassidi C. of E. Primary School we recognise the importance of:

· sharing our music-making with parents and the community

· sharing with the music-making of the community

· the involvement of professional musicians in our music-making

We recognise the importance of the above by providing opportunities for:

· pupils to be involved in Family Worships and musical performances where they can share their music-making with family and friends

· pupils to be involved in special services in St. John’s Church, Stillington and other churches within the parishes we serve as well as the wider community
· peripatetic musicians to perform in school, in order to widen our children’s listening experiences

Health and Safety:
Pupils are taught to use musical resources in an appropriate manner and lessons are organised to take account of the very practical nature of music.
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