William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School

Home Learning Policy Statement
At William Cassidi C. E. Aided Primary School we view home learning as an important element in a child’s education. We believe that home learning enables children to develop skills, gain knowledge and further their understanding. It enables children to develop the personalisation of their work and independence in learning. 

Home learning is not compulsory, however we hope that parents/carers will enter into a partnership with our school and will support and encourage their child/children to complete set home learning tasks as carefully as possible and within the desired timescale.

The Aims of Home Learning:

· To provide opportunities for parents/carers, children and the school to work in partnership.
· To extend school learning.

· To encourage children to access additional learning resources.

· To encourage children to develop independence in their learning.

· To encourage children to personalise their learning.

· To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding.

· To encourage children to develop self confidence and self discipline to sustain their studies and prepare them for future learning.

Quantity of Home Learning:
We are aware that many families have commitments either during the week or at the weekend which makes completion of home learning difficult. For that reason, we separate our home learning tasks into essential elements and optional elements.
Essential Home Learning:

These tasks support the essential learning skills of our children and are provided on a weekly basis throughout the school year in an age appropriate manner:

· Parents/carers are asked to work with their children for short but frequent periods of time (daily is possible) to undertake reading activities. This may be sharing books, reading books and/or discussing books. For younger children there may also be specific activities designed to support the development of phonic and reading skills. For Years 1 and 2, SFA reading books may be accessed online and parents/carers will be provided with the access details.
· To assist with writing children in Years 1 to 6 are provided with a weekly spelling list. Spellings are set each Monday in preparation for a test each Friday.

· Mathematical activities are also provided on a weekly basis which reinforce concepts the children are currently working on or are facts the children must learn for example times tables.

Optional Home Learning:

Each class will be provided with a variety of activities (equating to approximately one per week) which relate to their current work in the foundation subjects. Activities will include research, making practical observations, undertaking experiments and making models which support science, history, geography, art, craft and design. There are also practical activities for families to undertake together, to practice skills or reinforce knowledge. which. Optional home learning may be completed at any time during each half term and will be available via our Learning Platform - the children’s eschools class page. 
School Support For Home Learning:
A lunchtime club is held each week in the IT suite to enable children to access school facilities and resources to support their home learning. In addition, staff are always available to provide support and help to each child.
Marking Home Learning:

All essential home learning is regularly marked to enable accurate feedback and encouragement to children. Details of submitting optional home learning and how to share activities undertaken are provided on each classes eschools page.
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