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We hope that everyone had a safe and enjoyable Summer break. Our children have returned ready for the challenges of the new school year and have coped amazingly well with the return to ‘normal’ school working. We thank you for the work you must have undertaken to ensure they felt safe and confident to return. Our staff have spent the summer carefully planning for the children’s return to ensure they catch up with any lost time and reactivate their prior learning but also providing new and exciting learning opportunities for them all. The classrooms look amazing and welcoming with all resources now being able to be used. It has been wonderful to see the children smiling and ready to learn, and their enthusiasm in school lessons and worship has been tremendous. We have planned an exciting Autumn term and hopefully we will be able to enjoy them as long as restrictions are not reintroduced.

 
Absences and Requests For Absence:
As you will be aware Government regulations now expect all children to attend school. Please refer to our Risk Assessment on our website if you are unsure if they should attend. We are required to complete a daily status form to the DfE stating the numbers attending and reasons why a child has not attended. We would politely request that if your child will not be attending school that we are telephoned. This is especially important for Year 6 children whose parents are able to sign a form stating they may walk to and from school. We would like to remind parents of this but also that they should submit a Request For Absence Form if children have a planned absence so that school are aware of the location of pupils. Our school target for attendance remains 96% and our registers are regularly checked for those that fall below expected attendance (90%). Should your child fall below this figure regrettably they are considered to be Persistent Absentees. When checking the registers it is also noted if a pupil has no recorded reason for absence it is therefore vital that if your child is ill that we receive a telephone call early each morning that they will not be attending. We are also required to provide copies of any recorded medical absences so would be grateful if dentist, doctor or hospital cards/letters are provided to school for copying. Without this information we are unable to record a medical absence and your child is regrettably recorded as an unauthorised absence.

 

School Website and Learning Platform (Eschools):
During these uncertain times it is vital that online communication and learning is maintained in case of any reintroduction of restrictions. For this reason and to reduce the amount of books and paperwork passing between home and school newsletters and notices will continue to be placed on our website with a text message asking that you refer to the website. Please ensure that your telephone numbers are kept up-to-date so that you continue to receive alerts. Teachers will also be placing home learning and notices etc on the children’s eschools pages. Details of the curriculum planning may be accessed on our school website, again to reduce papers work and also to maintain access to this vital resource should there be a future closure.

 
Texting Service:
Parents who have not yet done so should download the ‘E-schools App’. If the app is not downloaded school incurs a cost of 3p per message to each telephone number. The system uses the mobile telephone number of the person entered as your priority one contact, you can however change this yourself when you download the app. If you change telephone numbers you must update the system yourself as school does not have the facility to do so but please remember to also let school know of any changes so that we are able to contact you if required. Without this service you may not receive vital information about school.

 
School Website:
Our website address is: www.williamcassidi.eschools.co.uk alternatively you could log into your child’s class page on Eschools at any time. All other newsletters will be published by the first Friday of each new half term. The school website also contains the following information for your consideration: School term and holiday dates; curriculum planning; special dates, visits and trip information; school policies, Governing Body and Friends of the School information.

 
 

 

School Clubs:
We are now able to reintroduce extra-curricular clubs taking place at lunchtimes and after school.  Football and gymnastics are commencing from the week beginning 13th September after school and lunchtime activities including the library, Cassidi Bank and Cassidi Shop will also start that week. The children will be introduced to the lunchtime activities that are being organised this term which include calligraphy, a request from the Annual Pupil Questionnaire.

 

Parent Consent:
We would ask you to complete and return the annual ‘Consent Form For School Trips and Other Off-Site Activities’ for 2021-2022. This form allows all off-site visits around Stillington and those activities and visits which take place during the school year. We will inform you of our intention to undertake visits and request emergency contact details and/or medical conditions. Without this completed form no child may attend any events off site.

 

Information For Parents:
The parent schedule for the Autumn Term 2021 – 2022 is available on the school website. It details proposed events and dates however, they are subject to change depending on any safety concerns and restrictions. We did not publish a response to the Annual Parent Questionnaire due to the few responses received by school.

 

Photographs:
There are times at school when we enhance the work that children are doing by using photographs and video to record and display their work and activities. The new GDPR requires the completion of a consent form for a wide variety of data purposes. Please complete and return the attached Annual GDPR Data Consent Form (Appendix 7) as soon as possible. Please refer to our website for Appendix 1: Privacy Notice: How We Use Pupil Information and Appendix 3: National Pupil Database for information.

 

Entering and Leaving School:
May we again politely request that parents bring and collect children with consideration for other adults and children maintaining a safe distance between yourselves and with your safety in mind. Considerate parking for local residents is also greatly appreciated. You will notice our new life-sized signs to deter illegal parking outside school and the road bend and the reduction in speed. The parish Council are monitoring this for Stockton Borough Council and enforcement services.

 

Roald Dahl Day: Monday, 13th September:
Children are invited to dress up as their favourite character, to prepare a short section of a Roald Dahl story to read to others and to design a new front cover for a Roald Dahl book. Please refer to your child’s Eschool page for additional details.

 

Sports Day: Wednesday, 22nd September:
The children will be taking part in races during the afternoon as a way of gently introducing whole school events together (weather permitting). Staff will take photographs if permission has been given and place these on class Eschool pages.

 

MacMillan Coffee Afternoon: Friday, 24th September:
Please join us from 2:00pm in the playground for this worthwhile event. All donations of cakes, biscuits etc will be gratefully received. If the weather is inclement we will hold a cake sale under the canopy.

 

School Photographs: Friday, 1st October:
The photographer is due to take individual and family photographs. We will review the safety protocols proposed by Tempest prior to allowing this event to take place and inform you of any procedures we may need to put in place nearer the time.

 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Teacher Meetings:
We are continuing with the arrangements of two shortened reports which will be sent home in November and March followed by parent/teacher consultations. Parents will receive the short report on Friday, 12th November with arrangements for either a zoom meeting or a telephone conversation which would take place on the 15th and 16th November.

 

Secondary School Applications:
If any Year 6 parent would like advice please do not hesitate to telephone school and leave a suitable date and time when we will be able to talk. It is extremely important that you complete all of the form and give reasons for your decisions just in case an appeal is required.

 
Money and School Dinner Money:
Please send any money to school in a sealed envelope with your child’s name, class and reason for the money written on the outside. Please remember to send weekly dinner money to school on a Monday (£2:05 per day, £10:25 per week).

 

School Uniform:
It has been lovely to see everyone looking so smart and ready for work in their uniforms during school worships. If you wish to order any uniform the website access has proved to be swift and easy. With regards to jewellery only a watch is necessary, ear-rings and other jewellery are not permitted and should be removed at home. Any child wearing ear-rings is not permitted to undertake PE lessons or be outside during playtimes. We would also prefer children not to wear nail varnish. Mobile phones and electronic equipment are also not permitted at school.

 
Family Worship:
Family Worships have been provisionally organised from the Autumn Term and are listed on the Autumn Term Schedule, each will be confirmed closer to the time by the class teacher. We would ask that a limit of two people attend from each family to reduce numbers in the school hall. We have also pencilled in Harvest, Christingle, Christmas productions, class parties and carol concerts, again these will be confirmed nearer the time.

 

Harvest Worship: Thursday, 7th October:
We are hoping to hold a harvest celebration at St. John’s church starting at 2:30pm. Again we will confirm this nearer the time. We would ask for any donations to support their Food Bank collection. May we thank you in advance for any contributions you may make.

                                                               

Half Term and Holidays:
Half term will be week beginning Monday 24th October. School reopens on Monday, 1st November. A full list of holidays for the academic year is available on our website.

 

 

 

Finally, during these uncertain and challenging times we thank you for your continued support. We hope that the school year runs smoothly and everyone is able to keep themselves, our school and our communities safe and healthy.

Mrs. Cornelius

