William Cassidi C. of E. Aided Primary School

Newsletter No. 2         
31st October 2022
The beginning of the school year passed quickly but has been thoroughly enjoyed by all. Children are working hard and trying their best and they have demonstrated excellent manners and politeness. Class 6’s residential at Robinwood was greatly enjoyed by everyone. Year 3 have been enjoying recorder tuition provided by TVMS and their playing has been very enthusiastic. KS1 and 2 are also enjoying their weekly French lessons. Family Worships have been well attended and children have presented amazing knowledge, artwork, sung and acted teaching us about: the Mayans, the Great Fire of London, the Stone Age and Our World. Year 6 also led a very thoughtful Harvest Festival at St. John’s Church and we would like to thank everyone for their kind donations for the Church Food Bank.

The children have enjoyed many sporting events his half term including cross country, athletics, multi-sports and football. Our extra-curricular clubs have also been very popular especially IT, bingo, lego, games, football, mindfulness and nature club. Year 5 and 6 have begun rugby sessions with Mowden Park Rugby Club and Gym Jo has taught gymnastics in KS1. We have also organised an additional swimming session so that Year 3 will swim three blocks this year and Years 4, 5 and 6 will swim one block each. Year 5 children have trained as Playground Friends and are organising activities during lunchtimes for our younger children which has been a great success.
Our thanks are sent to you for your kind contributions and support of our MacMillan Cake Sale Afternoon. School Councillors did an excellent job and £322.23 was raised at the event. In addition, Year 2 raised £66.15 for our Sponsor Child with an art sale. Each class has elected their School Council representatives who are currently planning Children in Need activities. 
The school bank, shop and library are busy and running well. The Year 6 children applied for their jobs, were interviewed and have contracts. They are even paid into their own accounts on the last working day of the month! An excellent preparation for life and budgeting for things you would like to buy. 
Safety Reminder: Nuts and Nut Based Products:
May we politely request that children do not bring nuts or nut based products to school as either a snack or in their packed lunch as we have a number of children attending our school with severe nut allergies.

Breakfast Club:

Our Breakfast Club is now open to all from 8:15am onwards each morning. We hope that this a new service assists you and is enjoyed by the children. A nominal cost of £2 per day is charged and invoices will be sent out on a half termly basis.

We are also considering organising an after school club at school and would welcome your thoughts on this endeavour and the most beneficial timings of the club.
Science Week:

We will be holding this annual event from 31st October to 4th November. Please refer to Eschools and our website for details of this exciting week and our Science Museum being held on Thursday, 3rd  November.

Children In Need:

School Council will be organising activities within school to support this worthy cause. Children may come to school in spots or wearing yellow. Any small donation is appreciated.
Short Reports and Open Evening:

Short reports will be available on the primary parent contact Eschool page on Friday, 18th November. Open Evenings will then be held on Monday, 21st and Tuesday, 22nd November where the reports can be used as a basis for discussion. As usual, both evenings will be using the on-line appointment system please choose your allotted time and day as soon as possible. Booking is open from 1st November and closes on Sunday,20th November. Appointments will not be able to be booked or changed after that date.
Pre-Loved Uniform:

We continue to collect items of uniform which children have grown out of which are still in good condition. These will be available in the school hall for each of our Parent/Teacher Consultation meetings. However, if you require any uniform we would be happy for any parent to access these at any times.
School Website and Communication:

The school has an extensive website which provides details of the curriculum, events, school policies and information including forms. The school behaviour policy is available on the website as required by the DfE. Please have a look and we would be delighted to hear any feedback about how we could continue to improve it:  www.williamcassisi.eschools.co.uk As you will be aware we have been notifying parents of upcoming events through a texting service via our e-schools system. Parents who have not yet done so should download the ‘E-schools App’. May we also draw to your attention on the website the school ‘Gritting Plan’ which is utilised in icy conditions.
Parent View:
Parent View allows parents and carers to give their views on their child’s school at any time during an academic year. It is a question survey (tick boxes without commentary) which can be completed following registration or the site can be accessed to find other people’s views about a school. It can be accessed at: http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk It does not replace our own annual survey but is a way of providing additional information.

Dark Nights and Colder Weather:

As Winter draws near may we remind you that children should have warm coats at school for break times and lunchtimes. Please could all clothing be labelled to enable items left outside or around the school to be returned to their owners. We would also like to remind parents and carers to closely supervise their children and encourage the safe use of the zebra crossing and paths from school as the light diminishes and visibility declines with the proximity of the busy road. Thank you for your considerate parking and following the use of our ‘little people’ the area outside school now seems much safer. We thank you for your continued co-operation.  
P.E. Clothing:

Children will be continuing their lessons outside during the Winter months, suitable warm clothing for outdoor physical education (tracksuits are ideal) are essential. We would also like to remind parents that trainers (without studs or moulded studs) should be worn, as plimsolls do not provide adequate grip on the outside surfaces. Please ensure all items are labelled so that items are not lost.
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal:

We have a poppy box as well as a box of different items in school should you wish to contribute to and support this essential appeal. Donations of any amount are most welcome though some items have a suggested contribution.
Clothes Bank:

You may have noticed our new clothes bank in the playground. This has been provided by a local charity to collect clean but recyclable clothes and shoes. Please fell free to place items in the container as it will help people in our area.
Family Worship:
Everyone is welcome to Family Worship on Thursday afternoons at 2:45pm and to stay afterwards to enjoy an informal chat before children are collected at 3:15pm. We would ask parents and visitors who attend to enter and leave via the Main School entrance to enable the gates to be securely locked. We would also appreciate the wearing of face masks.

10th November

Year 5

17th November

Reception


24th November

School Eucharist led by Reverend Claire at St. John’s (2:00pm) 

1st December

School Christingle Service at St. John’s 2:30pm

6th December

Snappy Christmas – Years 3 and 4


6th December

Key Stage One – Christmas Play at 1:45pm


7th December

Key Stage One – Christmas Play at 1:45pm


8th December

Key Stage Two – Christmas Play at 9:30am and 1:45pm


9th December

Key Stage Two – Christmas Play at 9:30am and 1:45pm

13th December

Nursery and Reception nativity at 2:00pm


20th December

Carol Concert – St. John’s at 9:30am
Please note: Visitors are reminded that entry is via the main reception area only. Doors will open at 9:20am or 1:35pm for the performances. Usual safeguarding procedures will apply (no use of mobile telephones or recording devices outside of the school hall). 
Games Night:
We will be holding a fun games night on Tuesday, 29th November from 3:15 – 6:00pm. This will allow parents/carers to do some shopping for the upcoming special day! Children will play party and fun games as well as having a drink and snack. The cost will be £3 per child. Please complete the form below if you would like your child to attend.
Christingle Service:
Please come and join us at our school Christingle Service to be held at St. John’s Church, Stillington, at 2:30pm on Thursday, 1st December. The children will be making their own Christingles and leading this very special service. Donations will be again be taken in aid of the Children’s Society. All are welcome to join us.

School Christmas Lunch:

This will be held on Thursday, 1st December. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are free but we still need to know who is staying for food ordering, KS2 children may attend as per a themed lunch day at a cost of £2.20.
School Christmas Fair:

The School Christmas Fair will be held on Friday, 2nd December from 1:30pm in the school hall. Each class will be organising stalls including a raffle, chocolate tombola, bottle and cake stalls as well as visits to Father Christmas. Should you wish your child to see Father Christmas please complete the form below and return to school by Friday, 25th November.  Any donations will be gratefully received.  Please note that children should be collected by a parent from their classroom to attend the Fair, if parents wish to make alternative arrangements these should be written and given to the class teacher prior to the Friday. 
KS1 Movie Night:
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children are invited to our Christmas Movie evening from 3:15 – 5:00pm on Monday, 5th December. All will receive a snack and drink during the interval. The cost will be £3 per child. Please complete the form below if you would like your child to attend.
Christmas Jumper Day:

This was a great event last year with everyone wearing the most wonderful Christmas jumpers. We will be holding the event this year on Friday, 9th December. Donations will be collected for Save The Children.
KS2 Movie Night:

Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 children are invited to our Christmas Movie evening from 3:15 – 5:00pm on Monday, 12th December. All will receive a snack and drink during the interval. The cost will be £3 per child. Please complete the form below if you would like your child to attend.
forms are to be downloaded and emailed to school or printed and sent back to school

Christmas Parties:

For your information Christmas parties have been arranged as follows:

Foundation Stage:

Monday 19th December (Nursery and Reception)

Classes One and Two:

Wednesday 14th December (pm)

Classes Three and Four:

Thursday 15th December (pm)

Classes Five and Six:

Friday 16th December (pm)

The money raised from the Christmas Production raffles will again be used to purchase all food and drinks.
End of Term:

Following our Carol Concert at St. John’s Church in the morning we will close for the Christmas break at 3:15 on Tuesday, 20th December. A staff training day will be held on Wednesday, 4th January and the school will reopen for children on Thursday, 5th January 2023. 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their continued support of our school and wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Mrs. Cornelius
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Games Night 

I give permission for:

Name of Child:






Year:
to attend Games Night on Tuesday, 29th November 3:15 – 6:00pm.

Signed:




Relationship:


 Date:

Medical Needs (including allergies):

Emergency telephone contact number:

Name of person collecting your child:
I enclose £3 for this event.
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     Father Christmas
I would like my child to visit Father Christmas on Friday, 2nd December.
I would like to attend with my child/ I would like my child to attend during the school day. (delete as applicable)

Name of child:







Year:
Signed:




Relationship:


 Date:
I enclose £3 for this event.
This form must be returned to school by Friday, 25th November 2022 to enable organisation of timings and gift
Key Stage One Movie Night    [image: image2.jpg]



(Reception, Year 1 and Year2)

I give permission for:

Name of Child:






Year:

to attend Key Stage One Movie Night on Monday, 5th December 3:15 – 5:00pm.

Signed:




Relationship:


 Date:

Medical Needs (including allergies):
Emergency telephone contact number:

Name of person collecting your child:

I enclose £3 for this event.
Key Stage Two Movie Night     
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(Years 3, 4, 5 and 6)
I give permission for:

Name of Child:






Year:

to attend Key Stage Two Movie Night on Monday, 12th December 3:15 – 5:00pm.

Signed:




Relationship:


 Date:

Medical Needs (including allergies):

Emergency telephone contact number:

Name of person collecting your child:

I enclose £3 for this event.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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